Name:____________________

Date:__________Period:_____

WoodWorms:

A Lab of Natural Selection

Procedure:


You are a fearsome hawk on the lookout for food.  Your favorite meal consists of a small and sometimes elusive creature called a woodworm, Toothus pickii.  There are five sub-species of the not-so-mighty woodworm, but you do not discriminate between them because they all taste oh-so-good.  During this class we will hunt the woodworm for 30 seconds, during which you will gather as many as you can.  After the thrill of the hunt, we will determine what any of this has to do with evolution and natural selection by recording the number captured by our flock in the table provided.

Results:




Number
Eaten


Total
Total

Subspecies
Flock 1
Flock 2
Flock 3
Flock 4
Flock 5
Flock 6
# Eaten
% eaten

Red









Blue









Green
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Discussion:

1. What are the distinguishing traits of the five subspecies?

2. Which woodworm subspecies was the most difficult to find?

3. Which creature was the best adapted for the environment?

4. What would eventually happen to the creatures most poorly adapted to the environment?

5.  What are two factors that would make you a better predator on the woodworm?

