ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY:  THE GAME OF BLUFF

Directions

1. First cut out in small squares numbers from 1-50 (this is usually how many questions I give for the students to choose from).  Put them in a brown paper bag, one like you would pack a lunch in.

2. Make out a list of questions pertaining to the unit you are covering.  Make out 50 questions.  I usually print them out so that I can save them. Only you can see these questions and answers.

3. Divide your class into 2 teams.  I usually make out another group of squares in a bag which are only A and B, but do enough to cover the class load. Have each student draw a letter from the bag.  This will divide them up. The students must sit down.

4.  Put each team (A and B) on each side of the class, facing one another.

5. Instructions are:

-     no one can talk when the game begins

· each student must participate in order to qualify for credit 

· teacher acts as coordinator for the game

· each student draws one at a time a number from the bag (numbers are drawn after each question has been answered)

· teacher has the questions which goes with a number drawn

· teacher reads the question aloud for the number drawn to the team which has been given the question. 

· student who drew the number for the question calls on a student from the opposing team to answer the question. 

· Student may only call on a student who stood up to answer the question

·  THE OBJECT IS THAT STUDENTS STANDING UP MAY OR MAY NOT KNOW THE ANSWER (SOME MAY BE “BLUFFING”) AND THE STUDENT CALLING ON THE PERSON TO ANSWER THE QUESTION IS GOING TO TRY TO CALL ON SOMEONE THAT THEY THINK IS BLUFFING.  TEAM BEING ASKED THE QUESTION WANTS TO ACCUMULATE ALL THE POINTS POSSIBLE.  If the person called on successfully answers the question, they get points for everyone who stood up.

· If the team unsuccessfully answers the questions, team asking gets all the points plus the question goes to them.  All who think they know, stand up and the teacher will call on one to answer.  If they are correct, they will ALSO get those points as well.

· Teams alternate on asking/answering question.

· Remember if anyone tries to give their team member an answer, they are disqualified for that round and points for everyone in their team go to the opposing team

· Teacher keeps tally for each team.  Teacher also decides whether or not answers given are correct or not.

· At the end of the game, the team with the most points win.  EACH STUDENT ON THE WINNING TEAM WILL RECEIVE 5 POINTS ADDED ON TO THEIR UNIT TEST.

THIS IS A GREAT WAY TO REVIEW FOR THE ASSESSMENT TEST ON THE UNIT BEING STUDIED.  EVERYONE HAS TO LISTEN AND BE PREPARED.  IT IS ALSO A GREAT WAY FOR STUDENTS TO COMPETE WITH EACH OTHER, AND WE ALL KNOW THAT THEY LOVE TO DO THAT.  IT IS A QUIET GAME FOR THE MOST PART AND USUALLY DURING A 50 MINUTE PERIOD, ALL QUESTIONS CAN BE COVERED FOR A GREAT REVIEW.   STUDENTS HAVE TOLD ME THAT THEY FEEL THEY DO BETTER ON TESTS I GIVE WHEN I USE THE BLUFF GAME AS A REVIEW.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS FOR BLUFF GAME FOR SECTION ONE 

1. What substance composes a large part of the soil?

2. If you struck a large piece of shale with a hammer what would happen?

3. As rocks break down into smaller particles, what do they combine with other particles to form?

4. What is the role of a decomposer in the formation of soil?

5. What is a lichen?

6. Name two general characteristics of soil.

7. How are undissolved inorganic or nonliving components of soil produced ?

8. What is bedrock?

9. What is parent rock?

10. Name the three major types of soil.

11. Which type of soil is quite unsuitable for plant growth, and why?

12. Which type of soil forms a gummy mass when wet?

13. Which type of soil feels like flour when rubbed through the fingers?

14. Which type of soil holds water quite well, but does not drain well and does not contain much space for air?

15. What is loam soil?

16. What is a soil profile?

17. Name the layers of a soil profile,in order, from top to bottom.

18. Give me another name for “layers” of soil.

19. What type of gas do living organisms give off?

20. How would you correctly remove a heated object from the wire gauze on a ring stand in the lab, which has been heated by a Bunsen burner?

21. What is methylene blue solution an indicator of in the lab experiment we performed called “Looking for life in the soil”?

These questions would refer to studies covered in section one

