Assessment Rubric for Experimental Recounts
Key:  N: Not in evidence       S: Showing signs of        C: Consolidating

M: Mostly

      N/A: Not applicable
	Name:                                                 Grade:

Text Type or Title:
	Date
	Date
	Date

	Purpose
	
	
	

	Understands why experimental recounts are used
	
	
	

	Recognizes different types of instructional texts, including experimental recounts
	
	
	

	Focus and Organization
	
	
	

	Purpose
Tells reader what is to be achieved
	
	
	

	Includes a question and hypothesis
	
	
	

	Materials or Equipment
Lists items and quantities needed to perform task
	
	
	

	Method

Uses a logical sequence of steps
	
	
	

	Includes all essential steps
	
	
	

	Uses diagrams, labels, and pictures
	
	
	

	Results

Describes what happened during the experiment
	
	
	

	Tells whether the experiment proved that the hypothesis was right or wrong
	
	
	

	Conclusion

Explains why the hypothesis was right or wrong.
	
	
	

	Text/Language Features
	
	
	

	Uses time linking words (first, then, after, when)
	
	
	

	Uses past tense verbs 
	
	
	

	Uses action verbs (took, opened, poured)
	
	
	

	Uses precise adjectives (colder, fastest, turned dark blue)
	
	
	

	Includes appropriate headings based on the text structure chosen
	
	
	

	Style 

Is able to express ideas using own language as opposed to copying down what others say or information from books they read
	
	
	

	Uses descriptive language that paints pictures for the reader
	
	
	

	Is able to state information in a unique or surprising manner
	
	
	

	Research Skills

Is able to interpret and talk about information located
	
	
	

	Conventions
	
	
	

	Handwriting neat and legible
	
	
	

	Shows improvement in attempts at spelling words
	
	
	

	Uses grammatically correct language
	
	
	

	Shows improvement in use of punctuation
	
	
	

	Uses an appropriate publishing format
	
	
	

	Work generally well presented
	
	
	


Adapted from Stead, Tony (2002). Is that a fact: Teaching non-fiction writing K-3. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers. (p. 25).

