Focus
_____Does the first sentence state an opinion or position and briefly tell why?

_____Is just one side of the issue stated?

_____Is the reader persuaded?

Organization
_____Are the 2-3 reasons arranged in logical order (e.g., from least important to most important)?

_____Do paragraphs begin with a topic sentence that states a reason?

_____Does the conclusion give a sense of ending?

Support and Elaboration
_____Do all details stay on the subject of each topic sentence?

_____Do the details explain why the reasons are true?
