Definition Essay

Revision Guidelines

Directions:  Have another student read your paper and use the strategies suggested below to check for essay requirements.  








Questions to ask while reading
Strategy
Tips for Revision

1.  Does the student author clearly state the object to be defined?
Circle the statement that tells the reader the word that is to be defined.
If there is no circled statement within your draft, insert a statement that specifically addresses the object to be defined.

2.  Does the student author use at least two types of support for his/her definition paper?  Has he/she labeled them correctly on the first draft?  Do the author’s examples help to develop his/her definition of tyranny?


Place an asterisk beside each support within the paper.  If the author has correctly labeled the support type, place a check beside that label.  
If you find less than two asterisks on you paper, revisit the notes taken in class to find examples you can insert into your paper.

3.  Does the author employ an interesting opening paragraph?  Are all of the sentences within the first paragraph both purposeful and interesting? 
Underline the sentences that grab your interest within the first paragraph.  Beside these sentences, or above them, write what you think the purpose of these sentences is. 
Try inserting an interesting quote about tyranny to develop your introduction.  Condense or remove any sentences that do not make a significant impact.   

4.  Does the author varying sentence structure?
Highlight the first three words of every sentence.  Do the majority of the sentences begin the same way? With the same words?  Make suggestions for variations on those openers in the margins.
Go through each paragraph and reorder your sentences to add variety.  Try using a thesaurus to find interesting alternatives to a word you use frequently.  

5. Does the author clearly and interestingly conclude his/her essay?  


Write any questions you are left with after reading the final paragraph of the essay at the bottom of the paper.  
Go through and answer the questions generated by your peer.  Tie up any loose ends within the essay. 

