Definition Essays

Types of Support

Support Type and Function
Example

Negation:  mention what the topic is not in order to clarify what it is.




Examples and Incidents: narrate examples that illustrate what the topic is.




Details:  describe the physical characteristics; tell about the features unique to the topic. 




Analysis: Divide the subject into parts and define each part.




Classification: what groups or classes does the object belong to according to dictionary definitions.




Comparison:  define the topic/object by discussing its similarities or differences with something familiar.




Origins and Causes: give the history of the object; tell how it was formed.




Effects:  discuss the consequences of the object.




