“Letters Back Home” World War I: A Soldier’s Perspective

Guided Reading Activity

Paul Green’s Letter to his sister, Erma

1. How does Paul Green describe the letters that he receives from the people back in North Carolina?

2. What are the “balls” that he writes about in the first paragraph of the letter?

3. What duty is the most unpleasant for Paul Green to perform?

4. Why is he concerned about the “censor”?

5. What does he mean by saying that 54,000 men “went west” in one day?

6. Why is he critical of America and President Wilson?

7. How does he describe the German army?

8. What does he urge his sister to do?

9. How does he reassure his sister concerning the fear of chemical warfare?

10. How does Paul describe Hugh?

11. What does he urge the mothers back home to do?

12. What message is Paul giving his sister in the poem that ends his letter?

