Extended Similes

Directions: Read each of the following extended similes and answer the following questions.

My life is like a ship. It bobs and it flows. Sometimes it runs up on a sandbar. Eventually, it will sink.


Insert lyrics to first stanza and chorus of Garth Brooks’s “The River” here.

1. Underline the imagery in each extended simile.  Look for “picture words” – words that conjure up images in your mind.

2. Which extended simile do you think is better?  Explain why.

3. Explain the difference between the simile you thought was strong and the simile you thought was weak.

4. Make a list of five or more criteria for determining whether a simile is weak or strong.

