Guided Reading for

The Narrative of Lunsford Lane…
Instructions:  Read the document provided – The Narrative of Lunsford Lane….  Next, answer the following questions about Mr. Lane and his story.

1.  Where is Mr. Lane from?
2.  What year was he born?

3.  In his note to the reader at the beginning of the document, what does Mr. Lane state it is his intention to focus on with regard to his own experiences as a slave?   Why is this helpful for the reader to know?  

4.  In his note to the reader at the beginning of the document, how does Mr. Lane say he came to learn to read and write?

5.  How many people live in Raleigh in the early 1800s according to Mr. Lane on page 5?

6.  What information does Mr. Lane provide us with about his Master?  
7.  Who was Mr. Lane’s mother?  Where was he born?

8.  On page 7, Mr. Lane describes when and how he came to learn that he was different from the Master’s children.  Explain what he learns about their differences and how he felt.
9.  As a slave, what did he think the worst thing that could happen to him was?  

10.  On page 8, he explains that he began to think about how he might become free?  What do you think may have motivated this planning?

11.  What key event happens while Mr. Lane is thinking and planning about how to become free?  

12.  What does Mr. Lane realize clearly is the way to become free?

13.  What steps does he take to make buying his freedom a reality?

14.  He reports the stages of his efforts in terms of the money he is able to save from his work.  How much money does he save, as reported first and second?
15.  Where does he keep the money?
16.  How long would it take to earn $100 today?

17.  What 2 things does he sell that prove to be the means for buying his freedom?

18.  What important group of people in Raleigh does he sell these 2 products to?

19.  What does he become known as?

20.  In May 1828, what happens to Mr. Lane?
21.  At the bottom of page 14, Mr. Lane finds himself without any money left and a family.  He says an event occurred that placed a rainbow over his head.  What event is he referring to?

22.  Why was this event good fortune for him?  

23.  How much money did he pay his mistress yearly?

24.  What does Mr. Lane do for money?
25.  What was the label for his tobacco?

26.  Where did he sell it?

27.  How much money had he managed to save in “six or eight years” (page 16)?

28.  What is his next move?

29.  Is he ultimately able to buy his freedom?

30.  To what does he liken the feeling of being free (page 17) ?

31.  On page 19, Mr. Lane describes briefly the unfortunate lives of the plantation slaves, which he was thankful not to be.  How does he describe their fate?  How does it seem different from his?

32.  On page 22, Mr. Lane lists two other businesses he had in addition to the tobacco/pipe business.  What are they?  What does his additional business ventures lead you to believe about him?
33.    On page 23, what idea does Mr. Lane detail?
34.  What price does he negotiate for purchasing his entire family?

35.  What overall impression do you have of Mr. Lane?  
