Lesson Plan Reflection

by Tori Goldrick

What happened when the lesson plan was implemented:

The first day of the lesson had only one main problem. We had trouble finding enough working computers for each student to work individually. This was solved simply by having the students work with their assigned partner to complete the teacher-made scavenger hunt. This part of the lesson took only about 20 minutes, which allowed plenty of time to show the class the "Basics of DNA" video, and give them time to start reading from their science books.

The second day of this lesson ran very smoothly. The students were contained in the media center and all focused on the Smart Board for the presentation. This I found out was just the calm before the storm.

The first day we were in the computer lab was utter chaos. There weren't enough computers working for the number of groups I had. Then not all of the working

computers had FrontPage Express on them. Finally to top it all off, most of the students didn't remember to bring their instruction handout from the day before. This meant that I was going to need to do a quick review for the class on how to use FrontPage Express. This took about 30 minutes away from their work time. I think that next time I do the

lesson I am going to collect their handouts when we finish in the media center, then pass them out to them once we are in the computer lab.

Once we got through the first day, the second one went well. The students were actively working on their projects, but due to time limits the questions they were coming up with were very basic. The students didn't have enough time to dig deeper into the information the website provided to create thought provoking questions.

On the fourth day, while presenting the students wanted to go through all the questions of

each scavenger hunt. I had not planned for this when scheduling only one day for presentation. We only finished about half of the projects by the time class was over. We had to schedule another day to come back in and finish up.

The next time I do this activity I will definitely give more time for completing the projects and for presenting. I think this will help the students create more complex questions for their scavenger hunts.

One part of this lesson that I will not change is how I grouped the students. I choose the groups to avoid best friend and boyfriend/girlfriend pairs. I tried to pain a lower achieving student with a higher achieving student. At first I didn't think the match up would work out. I though the higher student would get frustrated and try to boss the lower student around. However, to my surprise, the lower achieving students were very eager to do the work, and at times were actually telling the higher level students a better way of asking a question.

Student Outcomes (Assessment Results)

The students' main problem with the lesson was understanding how to set their hyperlinks in FrontPage Express and getting them to work. They would get frustrated if it didn't work the first time, and instead of checking to make sure they had put the address in correctly they would just give up. After enough encouragement however, they would give it another chance and eventually get it working.

The students were able to learn about DNA and Genetics through their own investigation and exploration. This really gave the students a sense of ownership for information they were providing to the class. I think that by having the students basically teach each other the information they enjoyed it more and learned more as a result. When the class took the chapter test on DNA and Genetics the grades were significantly higher than when I had taught all parts of a chapter to the class. It was wonderful to see the students learning from each other.

The projects were very well done, however many of the groups were unable to get links to work, and we did not have enough time to proof-read and edit the projects so none were able to be uploaded.

Student Opinions:

My students expressed to me that they enjoyed the chance to work on computer for this project. They also enjoyed having to basically teach the class about their individual topic. This really gave the students a sense of pride and responsibility. One student mentioned to me that he wouldn't have put so much effort into it if I was going to be the only one looking at it, but since he knew that everyone in the class, and possibly the Internet would see it he worked much harder to make sure people would be impressed with his work.

Some students did have a hard time with the time limit of two days for completing the project. I have to agree with them on that point. I think three days is necessary for outstanding projects.

Description of participating students

This lesson was done for a class of 26, seventh grade students, ranging in ages from 12-14. The class was made up of 15 boys, and 11 girls. There were 2 Asian students, 7 African American students, 3 Hispanic Students, and 14 Caucasian students. However, even with the diversity among the cultures, language was not a problem. There were also a variety of learning levels in this class. The majority of the class was of average academic level, however 6 were classified as Academically Gifted students, and 3 were Exceptional Children. The students also come from a very diverse home environment ranging from rural, to inner-city.

Teacher Reflections

Overall, this lesson went very well. I feel that the students understood everything that was expected of them and they really did live up to my expectations. The projects were well put together and very informative. The students worked well with their partners and really enjoyed showing the rest of the class what they had done on their project.

The only part that I would change the next time I do this lesson is to give at least three days for completing the project and two days for presenting. Trying to squeeze all the work into two days was very difficult since the first day we needed to do a quick review of FrontPage Express before the students began. Also if the class would have been smaller, one day would have been enough for the presentation. However with a class of 26, it was no where near enough time.

The next time I do this lesson I would also like to allow the students to do their own research instead of relying so much on the websites I recommended. I feel that depending on the ability of the class I can give them the freedom of finding all of their own sites.

Technology Resources used by teacher

Resources used by the teacher were:

The teacher needed to use FrontPage Express, Smart TV, Smart Board, and the Internet during this lesson. The Smart TV, and Smart Board were mainly used for demonstration during the initial lesson on using FrontPage Express and Internet Research tips.

Technology Resources used by students

Resources used by the students were:

The students used FrontPage Express and the Internet to create their scavenger hunts.

The students also used a Smart Board when each pair of students presented their scavenger hunt to the class.
