Native American Poetry Resources
Bierhorst, John. (1994). On the Road of Stars: Native American Night Poems and Sleep Charms. Maxmillan Publishing Company: New York.

John Bierhost is a non-Native American editor who has published many collections of myths, folktales and poems from both American Indians and indigenous people from Central and South America. This book contains ~50 short sleep poems/songs from various tribes identified.  There is a one-page guide to the tribes and cultures at the end of the book.  

Bruchac, Joseph. (1996).  Between Earth and Sky: Legends of Native American Sacred Places. Voyager Books, Harcourt: New York. 
Joseph Bruchac is an Abenaki Indian from the northeast United States. This book is beautiful, with oil paintings by Thomas Locker. These poems are prose-like and show the reverence for the land and come from many tribes across the United States. A map of each tribe is included in the back. 

Bruchac, Joseph. (1995). The Earth Under Sky Bear’s Feet. Putnam and Grossett Group: New York.

A young girl is afraid of the night, so her grandmother shares with her poems and stories about what Sky Bear (the Big Dipper) sees each night as she travels the earth.  There are twelve stories/ poems from 12 different tribes across the United States. There is a chant-like quality to some of the poems, which really brings out the rhythm of poetry. Once again, beautifully illustrated by Thomas Locker. 

Bruchac, Joseph. (1996) The Circle of Thanks: Native American Poems and Songs of Thanksgiving. Bridgewater Books
Another beautiful Bruchac book, but harder to find. Good for Thanksgiving time.
Bruchac, Joseph and London, Jonathan. (1992). Thirteen Moons on Turtle’s back: A Native American Year of Moons. Scholastic Inc.: New York. 

A grandfather tells how the there are thirteen scales on turtles’ back to represent the thirteen moons of the year. Each poem comes from a different tribe and addresses a different “moon” or month of the year. The poems are more like stories, but they are written in stanza form. Includes a note about how this idea of 13 moons is different for each tribe.   
Chief Jake Swamp. (1995) Giving Thanks: A Native American Good Morning Message. Lee & Low Books inc.: New York.
Chief Jake Swamp is a Mohawk Indian from upstate New York. The words of this book are based upon a traditional thanksgiving message of the Iroquuois. Oyate, an American Indian literacy organization,  recommends this book for teaching students at Thanksgiving time.    
Clark, Ann Nolan. ( 1991, reissued). In My Mother’s House. Viking Press: New York. 
Ann Nolan Clark is the non-Native collector of this story poem written by children. Ann Nolan Clark worked with children from the Tesgue Pueblo in New Mexico in the 1940s, and was distressed to find so few books about and for Native Americans. So she began publishing the work of her students. This poetry book won a Caldecott honor in 1941.  A bit dated, but I like it because Native American children wrote the poems. 

Driving Hawk Sneve, Virginia (ed.). (1989). Dancing Teepees: Poems of American Indian Youth. Holiday House: New York.

Driving Hawk Sneve is a Sioux Indian from the South/North Dakota area.These poems are short, which will appeal to kids. The poems reflect the theme of youth, and  come from both traditional sources and from poets writing today, 

Driving Hawk Sneve, Virginia (ed.).(2003). Enduring Wisdom: Sayings from Native Americans. Holiday House: New York.

Driving Hawk Sneve is a Sioux Indian from the South/North Dakota area. This is a collection of wise sayings/ poems/songs both from Native Americans who lived long ago and those who are writing today. Synthia Saint James is the Cherokee/ African-American  Illustrators. The paintings are colorful, and tell a lot with simple shapes – interesting for kids.

Jones, Hettie. (ed.). ( 1971). The Trees Stand Shining: Poetry of the American Indians.

Dial Books: New York.

Hettie Jones is a non-Native editor of these 32 traditional poems which includes lullabies, prayers and war chants. They have been taken from a variety of Indian cultures and have been arranged so that they recount a two-day journey.

Pollock, Penny. (2001). When the Moon is Full. Little, Brown and Company: Boston, New York, London.

Penny Pollock is a descendent of the Wyandotte Indians. She writes a moon poem with a traditional Native American name for each month. This book does not contain information or references to specific Native American tribes. The poems are short and rhyming - sometimes a little too sing-songy for my taste - but may appeal to kids. The woodblock print illustrations, by Mary Azarian (winner of Caldecott for Snowflake Bentley), are lovely. Includes  Q & A about moons at the end. 
National Museum of the American Indian; Smithsonian Institution. (1999).  When the Rain Sings: Poems by Young Native Americans. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers: New York.

This book combines poems written by Native American youth (ages 9-18) with pictures of objects from the National Museum of the American Indian. High quality and interesting to examine.

Wood, Douglas. (1996). Northwoods Cradle Song: From a Menominee Lullaby.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers: New York.
Douglas Wood is a non-Native author who adapted a Menominee lullaby for this poem. My reservation about this book is that the verse of the lullaby is: “Sleep, little warrior, sleep.”  That may play into the American Indian warrior stereotype, but it could also lead to a good discussion – why call this little sleeping baby a warrior? 

Not recommended: Jeffers, Susan. Brother Eagle, Sister Sky. ( 1991). Dial Books: New York. See Oyate’s List of Books to Avoid http://www.oyate.org/books-to-avoid/index.html 
Resources for Selecting Anti-Biased Native American Children’s Literature

Seale, Dorris. (2005) A Broken Flute: The Native Experience in Books for Children AltaMira Press.  
Slapin, Beverly & Seale, Doris (eds.)(1998)  Through Indian Eyes: The Native Experience in Books for Children. University of California: American Indian Studies. 
Harris, Violet (ed.). (1993). Teaching Multicultural Literature in Grades K-8. Christopher-Gordon Publishers: Norwood, MA.

Harris, Violet (ed.). (1997). Using Multiethnic Literature in the K-5 Classroom. Christopher-Gordon Publishers: Norwood, MA.
www.oyate.org   Native American reviewer and reseller of books by and about Indians.

From Oyate’s Website: 

“If you are working on a book that involves a Native culture that is not your own, be aware that writing as a cultural outsider is fraught with pitfalls, no matter how well intentioned you may be. Also be aware that: 

(1) children’s books that perpetuate the stereotypical image of Indian people in an idealized, historical context damage Indian children, 

(2) children’s books that interpret Native cultures and histories through a non-Indian perspective damage Indian children, 

(3) children’s books that assume and write about a generic “Native American spirituality” damage Indian children, and be mindful that 

(4) a talented Indian writer’s book might not get published because the particular niche in the children’s book market may be filled by non-Native writers writing “children’s books about Indians.” After reflecting on the potential damage your book could cause, we ask that you think again about publishing it.”
