LEARN NC

Turbocharge Your Teaching: INSTRUCTIFY

TIME FOR A CHANGE

The idea of students passively
absorbing information doesn’t work
anymore. Students are bored because
the factory model looks nothing like
the technological landscape they live
in. Teachers are frustrated because
education has been so one-sided their
entire lives. As an instructor, how do
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INSTRUCTIFY

Instructify is a new blog from LEARN NC
where teachers can stock their toolboxes
with practical, time-saving classroom ideas
and cutting edge methods of instruction.
It's where to find useful, free technology to
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Finally, educational comic books
students might actually enjoy.
Howtoons are single-page comics
that provide an illustrated tutorial of
kid-friendly science projects like an
ice skateboard, or a zoetrope.

The illustrations are top-notch, with
bright colors and panels to give it that
authentic comic book flair without
sacrificing clarity in the directions.
The projects will definitely appeal to
kids—marshmallow shooters and soda
bottle submarines might not be a
match for Dr. Doom, but might enable
your nerdier kids to liberate the
monkey bars from bullies.—BILL
FERRIS
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use in the classroom. And it’s a fun place to

ing peri —
spend your planning period. Howtoons

via Instructables

Related Stuff:
The Water Rocket Index

+% Permalink | o | HEI Diga This Stary | | 2 Comments

| Tags: school projects, elementary, science, tutorials

To instructify means finding new ways to present the same
old content. Or MacGyvering anything from software to
sticky notes into something you can teach with.

PRACTICAL TOOLS

Instructify spotlights tools such as Calcs, a free online graphing calculator for advanced math classes. For
elementary teachers, Instructify recommends resources like Ben's Guide to Government for Kids, where Benjamin
Franklin introduces young learners to the workings of the U.S. government. Whether you’re looking for a faster,
more accurate way for your English students to cite their sources on research papers, or if you've got some bright
ideas you'd like to share with the rest of the class, Instructify is the place for you.

BEST PRACTICES

Weekly “Instructifeatures” provide advice on how to use Web 2.0 technology to accomplish a specific classroom
goal. Want to jump start class discussion? Integrating online discussion forums into your face-to-face class can
help shy students speak up electronically. How about making sure your students know how to separate good
information from bad? Instructify can show you criteria for evaluating online info.

Don’t just teach. Instructify! Log on now to www.instructify.com
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