The Declaration of Independence: Student speech rubric

	Element
	4 

Excellent
	3 

Well done
	2

OK, but needs improvement
	1

Not approp-riate

	Clear thesis and focus of the speech addressing whether the Declaration was inevitable
	
	
	
	

	Focus of speech identified early
	
	
	
	

	Clear organization
	
	
	
	

	Important historical information is appropriately organized
	
	
	
	

	Speaker’s tone is appropriate for speech
	
	
	
	

	Speech addresses the role of the Declaration of Independence in the development of the American identity
	
	
	
	

	Speech has a clear beginning, middle, and end
	
	
	
	

	If speech contains repetition, the repetition serves a clear purpose
	
	
	
	

	If the speech contains parallel structure, the parallel structure serves a clear purpose
	
	
	
	

	The speech uses appropriate vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	The speech uses appropriate sentence structure
	
	
	
	

	The dress and appearance of the speaker is appropriate
	
	
	
	

	The speaker gives a positive first impression
	
	
	
	

	The volume of the speaker’s delivery varies appropriately
	
	
	
	

	The inflection of the delivery varies appropriately—the speaker is NOT monotone
	
	
	
	

	The pace of the speech is appropriate—not too fast, not too slow
	
	
	
	

	The speaker uses pauses in the speech effectively
	
	
	
	

	The speaker pronounces all words clearly and correctly
	
	
	
	

	The speaker avoids the use of slang unless it is part of the speech
	
	
	
	

	The speaker avoids hesitations and fillers (um, well, like, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	The speaker stands up straight but also maintains a relaxed posture
	
	
	
	

	Facial expressions of the speaker are appropriate
	
	
	
	

	The speaker establishes eye contact with the audience
	
	
	
	

	The speaker is NOT too dependent upon text or notes
	
	
	
	

	The tone of the delivery of the speech matches the tone of the written speech
	
	
	
	

	Any visuals are appropriate
	
	
	
	

	Length of speech is appropriate
	
	
	
	


