
A letter from Major Christopher Gale,
November 2, 1711

As you read...

CHRISTOPHER GALE AND THE BARNWELL EXPEDITION

A month after the first attackby the Tuscarora,North CarolinaÕsgovernmentsent Major ChristopherGale,
the colonyÕsReceiverGeneral,to CharlesTown to askfor aid (seehttp://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/
document/csr01-0441). (A receivergeneralis a treasurer,the person responsiblefor receivingand making
paymentson behalfof a government.)TheSouth Carolinalegislaturerespondedby sendingmoneyand an
army of friendly Indians led by white officers.Gale,in return, agreedto join that army on the NeuseRiver
with an army of white North Carolinians and to supply the men with food.

Charleston, S.C.
November 2 1711.

My Dear:Ñ
I cannot omit, by all opportunities, to inform my secondself that you havestill living

in a brother the most faithful friend that everwas, though perhapsby as signal a hand of
Providence as this age can demonstrate1.

I will not trouble you with repetitions,but refer you to the after-written material which
I laid beforethe government2, and shall only acquaintyou how far I had beenconcernedin
the bloody tragedy, if kind Providence had not prevented.

About ten daysbeforethe fatal day,I wasat the baronÕs3, and had agreedwith him and
Mr. Lawson4 on a progress to the Indian towns; but before we were prepared to go, a
messagecame from home, to inform me that my wife and brother lay dangerouslysick;
which I may call a happy sicknessto me, for on the news I immediately repaired home,
and thereby avoided the fate which I shall hereafter inform you.
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Figure 1. Christoph Von
GraffenriedÕs drawing shows
Graffenried, his servant, and

John Lawson being held captive
by Tuscarora Indians shortly

before LawsonÕs death.

The baron, with Mr. Lawsonand their attendants,proceedingon their journey, were,
on the 22d of September(asyou will seeby the memorial) both barbarouslymurdered; the
mat, on which the baron usedto lie on such like voyages,being sincefound all daubedwith
blood,soaswe supposehim to havebeenquickly dispatched.But the fateof Mr. Lawson(if
our Indian information be true) was much more tragical, for we are informed that they
stuck him full of fine small splinters of torchwood, like hogsÕbristles, and so set them
graduallyon fire5. This, I doubt not, had beenmy fate if Providencehad not prevented;but
I hope God Almighty has designedme for an instrument in the revengingsuch innocent
Christian blood.

On Sunday, October 21, I arrived here in the quality of an agent, and in order to
procure the assistanceof the government to destroyour enemies,which I doubt not in a
little time to effect. The family I left in garrison at Bath town, my wife and brother pretty
well recovered;but what hashappenedsince, I know not. Two daysafter I left the town, at
daybreak(which is the IndiansÕusual time of attack),above100 guns were heard, which
must havebeenan attackmadeby the Indians upon someof our garrisons,which arein all
elevenin number; but cannot hear the successof it, though a small vesselcamefrom the
out part of our governmentthere the other day,by which I havethe following news:that on
my coming away,Captain Brice detachedfrom our out-garrisons fifty men, and in the
woodsmet with a bodyof Indians, who fought them three days,and forced them at last to
retire into their garrison. The Indians lost in this engagementfifteen men, and we took
two, one of whom waskilled by one of our men. During this engagement,another bodyof
the Indians, being advisedthat the garrison was weakenedby this detachment,cameand
attackedthe garrison, and at the same time a number of Indian prisoners of a certain
nation, which we did not know, whether theywerefriends or enemies,rosein the garrison,
but were soon cut to pieces,as also those on the outside repelled. In the garrison were
killed nine Indian men, and soon after thirty-nine women and children sent off for slaves.
This is the condition we at present labor under. I shall not trouble you with a particular
relation of all their butcheries, but shall relate to you some of them, by which you may
suppose the rest. The family of one Mr. Nevill was treated after this manner: the old
gentlemenhimself, after being shot, waslaid on the house-floor,with a cleanpillow under
his head,his wifeÕshead-clothesput upon his head,his stockings turned over his shoes,
and his body coveredall over with new linen. His wife set upon her knees,and her hands
lifted up as if she was at prayers,leaning againsta chair in the chimney corner, and her
coats turned up over her head. A son of his was laid out in the yard, with a pillow laid
under his headand a bunch of rosemarylaid to his nose.A negrohad his right hand cut off
and left dead.The masterof the next housewasshot and his body laid flat upon his wifeÕs
grave. Women were laid on their house-floors and great stakes run up through their
bodies.Others big with child, the infants were ripped out and hung upon trees. In short,
their manner of butchery has beenso various and unaccountable,that it would be beyond
credit to relatethem. This blow wassohotly followed by the hellish crew,that we could not
bury our dead;so that they were left for prey to the dogs,and wolves,and vultures, whilst
our care was to strengthen our garrison to secure the living.

The ship by which this comes6 is readyto sail, socannotenlarge7; only desiremy duty
may be presentedto my father and mother, my sincere love to yourself and brothers, and
serviceto all friends, hoping for a speedyanswerto my last by Madam Hyde, is what offers
from
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On the web

Among the Tuscarora:The strangeand mysterious deathof John Lawson,gentleman,explorer,and
writer

http://learnnc.org/lp/pages/1645

They've taken his clothes, picked the straight razor out of his pocket: one brave fingers it,
touchesthe bladeÑ bright blood springs from his thumb and he laughs.The pitch pine split by
the women...

More from LEARN NC

Visit us on the web at www.learnnc.org to learn more about topics related to this article,
including American Indians, Charleston, John Lawson, North Carolina, Tuscarora, and
Tuscarora War.

Notes

1. Gale is saying that it was only the hand of God (ÓProvidenceÓ) that saved him from death.

2. GaleÕs memorial to the governor and council of South Carolina (see
http://www.learnnc.orghttp://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/document/csr01-0441) was
included with this letter to his brother.

3. Baron Christoph von Graffenreid.

4. John Lawson.

5. Lawsonhimself had describedthis practice:The Tuscarora,he wrote, Òsplitthe Pitch-Pine into
Splinters, and stick them into the Prisoners Body yet alive. Thus they light them, which burn
like so many Torches;and in this manner, they make him danceround a greatFire, everyone
buffeting and deriding him, till he expires,when everyone strivesto get a Boneor someRelick
of this unfortunate Captive.Ó

It is difficult not to seethis as barbaric,but it is worth noting that in most of Europeuntil the
end of the eighteenthcentury, torture wascommon both asa meansof getting confessionsand
as a method of execution.Heretics and suspectedheretics,especiallyÑ peoplewho disagreed
openly with official, government-enforcedreligious beliefs Ñ were subject to torture. Witches
and other convictedheretics were burned at the stakein Europe,and during the Salem witch
trials in the 1690s,one man wascrushedto deathbeneathstonesfor refusing to enter a pleaof
guilty or not guilty. The TuscaroraÕsmethod of executing their prisoners was certainly
gruesome,but not as far from the experienceof eighteenth-centuryEuropeansas it is from
ours.

6. There wasno regular mail serviceacrossthe Atlantic in 1711.Peoplewanting to send letters had
to make arrangementsto get them aboardships, and mail took weeksor months to reach its
destination.

7. Enlargehere means expand or expand upon, as in Òexpand on what I have written here.Ó

Your sincerely affectionate brother,
Christopher Gale.
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Image credits

More information about these images and higher-resolution files are linked from the original web
version of this document.

Figure 1(page 2)

Drawing by Baron Christoph Von Graffenried. Image courtesyof North Carolina StateArchives,
Division of Archives and History. All Rights Reserved.
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