Amadas and Barlowe explore the
Outer Banks

From Arthur BarloweThe First Voyage to Roanoke, 1584

As you read...

THE GARDEN OF EDEN

At times, BarlowemakesRoanokesound like a paradise.Foodis bountiful, the weatheris pleasant,and the
peopleare kind and loving. In fact, Roanokesounds a little like the Gardenof Eden,whereno one hasto
work for food and everyonelives in peace.To Barloweand other Europeansof his time, Edenwas a real
place, and readers of his account would have thought of Eden as well.

A LITTLE ENGLAND

At the sametime, BarlowedescribesRoanokelndian societyin Englishterms. Their ruler is a Oking@N a
word we might use genericallybut which for Englishmenof this time meantan absolutemonarchwho ruled
by the graceof God. The men and womenwho accompanythe kingO$rother and his wife are Onoble@nd
Oofthe better sortON the equivalent,apparently,of Englishnobility. And Barlowerepeatedlycomments on
how respectful the Indians were to their OKing, Nobilitie, and Governors.O

While itOstrue that the Indians of the Chesapeakeegion had powerful chiefs who were born into
positions of authority, Indian societywasnot rigidly divided into noble and common, as Englishsocietywas.
Barlowe, like most Europeanexplorers,interpreted Indian society basedon his own experience.lf some

aspect of Indian society resembled that of England, he assumed that it must be exactly as it was in Englal

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
As you read BarloweOs account, ask yourself:

¥ What assumptionsis Barlowemaking about the Indians?Why might he be seeingthe Indians as he
did?

¥ Are those assumptions reasonable?

¥ How might they have led to misunderstandingsthat created problems later on? For example,what
were the risks of thinking of the Indians as innocent, like Adam and Eve?What were the risks of
misunderstanding their social and political organization?

¥ How do you imagine the Indians interpreted these same events?

Copyright©2007 LEARNNC. This work is licensedunder a CreativeCommons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share
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The secondof July we found sholewater, wher we smelt so sweet,and so strong a smel, as

if we had bene in the midst of some delicate garden abounding with all kinde of
odoriferous flowers, by which we were assured that the land could not be farre distant: and
keeping good watch, and bearing but slacke saile!, the fourth of the same moneth we
arrived upon the coast, which we supposedto be a continent and firme lande, and we
sayledalong the same a hundred and twentie English miles before we could finde any
entrance,or river issuing into the Sea.The first that appearedunto us, we entred, though

Figure 1. Amadas and Barlowe not without some difficultie, & castanker about three harquebuz-shotwithin the havens
probably landed near Nags mqayth on the left hand of the same: and after thanks given to God for our safe arrivall
Head. thither, we manned our boats, and went to view the land next adjoyning, and to take
possessionof the same, in the right of the Queenesmost excellentMajestie?, and rightfull
Queene, and Princesse of the same, and after delivered the same over to your use,
according to her Majesties grant, and letters patents, under her Highnesse great sealé.

Which being performed, accordingto the ceremoniesusedin such enterprises,we viewed

the land about us, being, whereaswe first landed, very sandie and low towardsthe waters

side, but so full of grapes,as the very beating and surge of the Seaoverflowedthem, of

which we found such plentie, aswell there asin all placeselse,both on the sandand on the
greenesoile on the hils, asin the plaines, aswell on everylittle shrubbe, as also climing
towardesthe tops of high Cedars,that | thinke in all the world the like abundanceis not to

be found: and my selfe having seenethose parts of Europe that most abound, find such

difference as were incredible to be written.

We passedfrom the Seaside towardesthe toppesof thosehilles next adjoyning, being
but of meanehigth, and from thencewee beheldethe Seaon both sidesto the North, and
to the South, finding no ende any of both wayes‘.1 This lande laye stretching it selfeto the
West, which after weefound to beebut an Island of twentie miles long, and not abovesixe
miles broade. Under the banke or hill whereon we stoode, we behelde the vallyes
replenished with goodly Cedar trees, and having dischargedour harquebuz-shot,such a
flocke of Cranes(the most part white), aroseunder us, with such a cry redoubledby many
ecchoes, as if an armie of men had showted all together.

This Island had many goodlywoodesfull of Deere,Conies,Hares, and Fowle, evenin
the middest of Summer in incredible abundance.EWe remained by the side of this Island
two whole dayesbefore we saw any people of the Countrey: the third day we espiedone
small boate rowing towardesus having in it three persons:this boat cameto the Island
side, foure harquebuzshotfrom our shippes, and there two of the people remaining, the
third camealong the shoresidetowardsus, and weebeing then all within boord, he walked
up and downe upon the point of the land next unto us: then the Master and the Pilot of the
Admirall, Simon Ferdinando,and the CaptainePhilip Amadas,my selfe,and othersrowed
to the land, whose comming this fellow attended, never making any shewe of feare or
doubt. And after he had spokenof many things not understoodby us, we brought him with
his owne good liking, aboordthe ships5, and gavehim a shirt, a hat & some other things,

Figure 2. Engraving of American @nd made him taste of our wine, and our meat, which he liked very wel: and after having
Indians fishing, based on John viewedboth barks, he departed,and went to his owne boatagaine,which heehad left in a
WhiteOs drawings. |ittle Coveor Creekeadjoyning: assooneas hee wastwo bow shootinto the water, hee fell

to fishing, and in lessethen halfe an houre, he had laden his boate as deepeasit could

swimme, with which hee came againeto the point of the lande, and there he divided his

fish into two parts, pointing one part to the ship, and the other to the pinnesse:which, after
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Figure 3. An Indian elder or chief
wearing copper ornaments.

he had, as much as he might, requited the former benefitesreceived,departedout of our
sight.

The next daythere cameunto us divers boates,and in one of them the Kings brother,
accompaniedwith fortie or fiftie men, very handsome and goodly people, and in their
behaviouras mannerly and civill as any of Europe. His name was Granganimeo, and the
king is calledWingina, the countrey Wingandacoa,and now by her Majestie Virginia. The
manner of his comming wasin this sort: heeleft his boatesaltogetherasthe first man did
a little from the shippesby the shore,and camealong to the placeover againstthe shipes,
followed with fortie men. When he cameto the place, his servantsspreada long matte
upon the ground, on which he satedowne, and at the other ende of the matte foure others
of his companiedid the like, the rest of his men stoodround abouthim, somewhata farre
off: when we came to the shore to him with our weapons,hee never mooved from his
place,nor any of the other foure, nor never mistrusted any harme to be offered from us,
but sitting still he beckonedus to comeand sit by him, which we performed: and being set
hee made all signes of joy and welcome, striking on his head and his breast and
afterwardeson ours to shewweewereall one, smiling and making shewethe besthe could
of al love, and familiaritie. After hee had made a long speechunto us, wee presentedhim
with diversthings, which heereceivedveryjoyfully, and thankefully. None of the company
durst speakeone worde all the time: only the foure which were at the other ende,spakeone
in the others eare very softly.

The King is greatly obeyed,and his brothers and children reverenced: the King
himself in personwasat our being there, sorewoundedin afight which hee had with the
King of the next countrey, called Wingina, and was shot in two placesthrough the body,
and oncecleanethrough the thigh, but yethe recoveredby reasonwhereofand for that hee
lay at the chief towne of the countrey, being sixe dayes journey off, we saw him not at all.

After we had presentedthis his brother with such things aswe thought he liked, wee
likewise gavesomewhatto the other that satwith him on the matte: but presentlyhe arose
and tookeall from them and put it into his owne basket,making signesand tokens, that all
things ought to beedeliveredunto him, and the restwerebut his servants,and followers. A
day or two after this, we fell to trading with them, exchangingsomethings that we had, for
Chamoys,Buffe, and Deereskinnes: when we shewedhim all our packetof merchandize,
of all things that he sawe,a bright tinne dish most pleasedhim, which hee presentlytooke
up and claptit before his breast,and after made a hole in the brimme thereof and hung it
abouthis necke,making signesthat it would defendehim againsthis enemiesarrowes:for
those people maintaine a deadlyand terrible warre, with the peopleand King adjoyning’.
We exchangedour tinne dish for twentie skinnes, woorth twentie Crownes, or twentie
Nobles: and a copper kettle for fiftie skins woorth fifty Crownes. They offered us good
exchangefor our hatchets,and axes,and for knives, and would have given any thing for
swordes:but wee would not depart with any. After two or three dayesthe Kings brother
cameaboordthe shippes,and dranke wine, and eatof our meatand of our bread,and liked
exceedinglythereof: and after a few dayesoverpassedhe brought his wife with him to the
ships, his daughter and two or three children: his wife was very well favoured, of meane
stature, and very bashfull: sheehad on her backea long cloake of leather, with the furre
side next to her body, and before her a piece of the same:about her foreheadsheehad a
bandeof white Corall, and so had her husbandmany times: in her earessheehad bracelets
of pearles hanging downe to her middle, whereof wee delivered your worship a little
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bracelet,and those were of the bignes of good pease.The rest of her women of the better
sort had pendantsof copperhanging in either eare,and some of the children of the Kings
brother and other noble men, havefive or sixein either ear: he himselfe had upon his
head a broad plate of golde, or copper, for being unpolished we knew not what mettal it
should be?, neither would he by any meanssuffer us to takeit off his head,but feeling it, it
would bow very easily.His apparellwas as his wives, onely the women wearetheir haire
long on both sides,and the men but on one. They are of colour yellowish, and their haire
black for the most part, and yet we saw children that had very fine aburne and chesnut
coloured haire.

After that thesewomen had benethere, there camedownefrom all parts greatstore of
people, bringing with them leather, corall, divers kindes of dies, very excellent, and
exchangedwith us: but when Granganimeo the kings brother was present, none durst
trade but himselfe: exceptsuch aswearered piecesof copperon their headslike himselfe:
for that is the difference betweenethe noble men, and the gouvernoursof countreys,and
the meaner sort. And we both noted there, and you have understood since by these men,
which we brought home, that no peoplein the worlde cary more respectto their King,
Nobilitie, and Governours,then thesedoe. The Kings brothers wife, when she cameto us,
asshedid many times, wasfollowed with forty or fifty women alwayesand when shecame
into the shippe, sheleft them all on land, saving her two daughters,her nurse and one or
two more.X° The kings brother alwayeskept this order, as many boatesas he would come
withall to the shippes,somany fires would hee make on the shore afarre off, to the end we
might understand with what strength and company he approchéé'].

Their boatesare made of one tree, either of Pine or of Pitch trees: a wood not
commonly knowen to our people,nor found growing in England. They haveno edge-tooles
to make them withall: if they have any they are very fewe, and those it seemesthey had
twentie yeressince,which, asthosetwo men declared,wasout of a wrake which happened
upon their coast of some Christian ship, being beaten that way by some storme and
outragiousweather,whereofnone of the peoplewere saved but only the ship, or somepart
of her being castupon the sand, out of whose sidesthey drew the naylesand the spikes,
Figure 4. This engraving shows and with those they made their bestinstruments. The manner of making their boatesis

how the Indians of the Outer thus: they burne downe some great tree, or take such as are winde fallen, and putting

Banks made dugout canoes. gumme and rosen upon one side thereof, they set fire into it, and when it hath burnt it
hollow, they cut out the coalewith their shels,and everwhere they would burne it deeper
or wider they lay on gummes, which burne awaythe timber, and by this meanesthey
fashion very fine boates,and such as will transport twentie men. Their oares are like
scoopes, and many times they set with long poles, as the depth serveth.

The Kings brother had great liking of our armour, a sword, and divers other things
which we had: and offered to lay a greatboxeof pearlein gagefor them: but we refusedit
for this time, becausewe would not make them knowe, that we esteemedthereof, untill we
had understoode in what places of the countrey the pearle grew: which now your
Worshippe doeth very well understand.

He wasveryjust of his promise: for many times we deliveredhim merchandizeupon
his word, but ever he came within the day and performed his promise. He sent us every
day a braseor two of fat Bucks, Conies, Hares, Fish and best of the world. He sent us
divers kindes of fruites, Melons, Walnuts, Cucumbers, Gourdes, Peaseand divers rootes,
and fruites very excellentgood, and of their Countrey corne,which is verywhite, faire and
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Figure 5. A depiction of the
Golden Age from Greek
mythology, painted by Pietro da
Cortona in the 1630s.

well tasted,and groweth three times in five moneths®2 in May they sow, in July they reape,
in Junethey sow, in August they reape:in July they sow, in Septemberthey reape:onely
they cast the corne into the ground, breaking a little of the soft turfe with a wodden
mattock, or pickaxe;our selves proovecf'4 the soile, and put some of our Peasein the
ground, and in tenne dayesthey were of fourteene yncheshigh: they havealsoBeanesvery
faire of divers colours and wonderfull plentie: some growing naturally, and somein their
gardens, and so have they both wheat and oates.

The soile is the most plentifull, sweete,fruitfull and wholesome of all the worlde:
there are abovefourteene severallsweetesmelling timber trees'® and the most part of their
underwoodsare Bayesand such like: they havethose Okesthat we have,but farre greater
and better. After they had benediverstimes aboordour shippes,my selfe,with sevenmore
went twentie mile into the River, that runneth towarde the Citie of Skicoak,which River
they call Occam:and the eveningfollowing weecameto an Island which they call Roanoak,
distant from the harbour by which we entred, sevenleagues:and at the North end thereof
wasa village of nine houses,built of Cedar,and fortified round aboutwith sharpetrees,to
keepeout their enemies, and the entranceinto it made like a turnepike very artificially;
when wee came towardesit, standing neereunto the watersside, the wife of Granganimo
the Kings brother camerunning out to meeteus very cheerfully and friendly, her husband
was not then in the village; some of her people sheecommandedto drawe our boate on
shorefor the beatingof the billoe: others sheappointedto caryus on their backesto the dry
ground, and othersto bring our oaresinto the housefor feareof stealingl6. When we were
comeinto the utter roome, having five roomesin her house,she causedus to sit downe by
agreatfire, and after tooke off our clothesand washedthem, and dryedthem againe:some
of the women plucked off our stockings and washed them, some washed our feete in
warme water, and she herselfe tooke great paines to see all things ordered in the best
maner shee could, making great haste to dresse some meate for us to eate.

After we had thus dryed ourselves,she brought us into the inner roome, where shee
seton the boord standing along the house,somewheatelike furmentie, soddert’ Venison,
and roasted,fish sodden, boyled and roasted,Melons rawe, and sodden, rootes of divers
kindes and diversfruites: their drinke is commonly water, but while the grapelasteth,they
drinke wine, and for want of caskesto keepeit, all the yereafter they drink water, but it is
soddenwith Ginger in it and blackeSinamon, and sometimesSassaphrasand divers other
wholesome, and medicinable hearbesand trees. We were entertained with all love and
kindnesse, and with much bountie, after their maner, as they could possibly devise.
sassafraWefound the people most gentle, loving and faithfull, voide of all guile and
treason,and such aslive after the manner of the golden age.18 The peopleonely carehowe
to defend themselvesfrom the cold in their short winter, and to feed themselveswith such
meatasthe soile affoordeth:there meatis verywell soddenand they make broth very sweet
and savorie:their vesselsare earthen pots, very large, white and sweete,their dishes are
woodenplatters of sweettimber: within the placewhere they feedewastheir lodging, and
within that their Idoll, which they worship, of whome they speakeincredible things. While
we were at meate, there came in at the gatestwo or three men with their bowes and
arrowes from hunting, whom when wee espied, we beganne to looke one towardes
another, and offered to reachour weapons:but as sooneas sheeespiedour mistrust, shee
was very much mooved, and causedsome of her men to runne out, and take awaytheir
bowesand arrowesand breakethem, and withall beatethe poore fellowes out of the gate
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againelg. When we departedin the eveningand would not tary all night shewasverysorry,
and gaveus into our boateour supper halfe dressed,pottesand all, and brought us to our
boate side, in which wee lay all night, remooving the same a prettie distance from the
shoare:sheeperceiving our jealousie,was much grieved,and sent divers men and thirtie
women, to sit all night on the banke side by us, and sent us into our boatesfive mattesto
coverus from the raine, using very many wordes,to entreateus to restin their houses:but
becauseweewere fewe men, and if wee had miscaried, the voyagehad benein very great
danger, wee durst not adventure any thing, although there was no causeof doubt: for a
more kinde and loving peoplethere can not be found in the worlde, as farre as we have
hitherto had triall?°.

On the web

Native peoples of the Chesapeake region
http://www.learnnc.org/Ip/pages/1821

The ChesapeakeBay has been home to Native Americans for over 10,000 years. Throughout
their histories N even to the present day N these societies have adapted to difficult
circumstancesand unforeseenchanges.Chesapeakeativeshavefacedwars, epidemic diseases,
loss of land, and treaty violations.

The creation and fall of man, from Genesis

http://www.learnnc.org/Ip/pages/1673
The creation story from the biblical Book of Genesisdescribeshow God createdheavenand
earth, plants, animals, and people;and later how the first peoplewere castout of the Garden of
Eden as punishment for eating from the "tree of knowledge of good and evil."

Plant and animal species in Nags Head Woods
http://www.learnnc.org/Ip/pages/424
A short walk along the trails of the Nature Conservancygivesa spectacularglimpse of the great
diversity of this barrier island maritime forest. Nags Head Woods is home to more than 300
species of plants,...

Reading Amadas and Barlowe
http://www.learnnc.org/Ip/editions/nchist-twoworlds-lessons/4.2
In this lesson,studentswill read about Amadasand Barlowe's 1584voyageto the Outer Banks,
and will practice thinking critically and analyzing primary source documents.

More from LEARN NC

Visit us on the web at www.learnnc.orgto learn more about topics related to this article,
including American Indians, Arthur Barlowe Garden of Eden North Caroling, Outer Banks
Philip Amadas Roanoke Roanoke Indians exploration andhistory.

Notes

1. The sails were slack because there was little wind to fill them and to propel the ship.
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2.

10.

11.

Amadasand Barlowefollowed the exampleof Europeanexplorerssince Columbus: On stepping
out of their boats onto the shore, they claimed the land in the name of their ruler, Queen
Elizabeth.

How much land they thought they were claiming is uncertain N probablythey themselveshad
no goodidea. And it doesnOseemto haveconcernedthem when, a few dayslater, they met the
brother of the king who already ruled the land they had just claimed. Since he was not a
Christian monarch, his claim to the land was irrelevant to them.

The Queenhad granted Sir Walter Raleigha charter giving him exclusiveuse of and profit from
the land his men could claim.

Here Amadasand Barlowe discoverthat they are not on the mainland at all, but on a barrier
island. From the description of the hills and woods and from the fact that they were near
Roanoke Island, we can guess that they landed near Nags Head.

Barlowe wants to make it clear that they did not kidnap the Indian.

Barlowe describesthe peopleof Roanokeas extremelydeferential N submissiveand respectful
N to their king, his brother, and his brotherOswife. In fact, though, the native rulers of this
region were not like Europeankings and emperors;they worked like everyoneelse and made
decisionswith a council. It seemsreasonablethat the Indians would havelet their leadersdo the
talking when meeting dangerous-lookingmen from a farawayplace,but Barlowe may alsohave
exaggerated the separation between the rulers and the ruled.

Warfare betweentribes was common in precontactVirginia and North Carolina. You might
think that potential settlers might havebeeninterestedin that fact, but Barlowe passesover it
fairly quickly, perhaps because he doesnOt take the Indians or their weapons seriously.

The Indians of the Chesapeakalid use copperto distinguish rank and privilege N which is why
they were happyto trade for the EnglishmenOsopperkettle. Oncethe English learnedthis, early
shipments to the Jamestown colony included sheets of copper for trade with local Indians.

Barlowe refers to the people wearing the copper jewelry as people Oofthe better sort.Oln
England, people Oofthe better sortOwere of the upper classesN the nobility, which wasmostly
hereditary.Barlowe,seeingnative men and women wearing extrajewelry, assumesthat they are
Oofthe better sortGand Onoble@s well. We know that the copperjewelry wasa mark of status,
but doesBarloweOassumption that they were Onoble@eemreasonableto you?Are there other
explanationsfor their specialdress?What roles might these men and women have playedin
native society?

There were no gold mines in this region, but Indians in Virginia mined copper.

In fifteenth-century England, queens,princesses,and other noble women had ladies-in-waiting
who attendedto them. A lady-in-waiting was essentiallya personal assistant,and was often a
family member or a noble woman of lower rank. Ladies-in-waitingto the queen were even
divided into ranks, dependingon how closethey wereto the queen. BarloweOdescription of the
women who accompaniedthe kingOsrotherOsvife suggeststhat he may haveimagined them
as her ladies-in-waiting.

This soundslike a well-practicedstrategyfor communicating with potential enemieswho might
attackanyonewho surprisedthem. Clearly,asBarlowementions, the peopleof the Outer Banks
did not all get along with one another!
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Note the explorers@nterest in the source of the pearlsN asin the copperand gold Barlowe
mentioned earlier. Needlessto say, Raleighwould havebeenvery happyto learn of a source of
precious metals or gems in the country they had claimed for him.

Here, Barloweis pointing out that North CarolinaOgrowing seasonis longer than England®s,
which should make it easier for a colony to feed itself.

Tested.

That is, more than fourteen different kinds of trees. This is not an exaggeration.Nags Head
Woods, near where Amadasand Barlowe landed, is home to more than 300 speciesof plants,
including eleven speciesof oak, ten ferns, three pines, two magnolias, two cedars,and two
willows.

From this passageit isnOtclear whether the English mistrusted the Indians, or whether the
kingOs brotherOs wife mistrusted some of her people.

Soddermmeans soakedwith water. Here Barlowe means that the venison was stewed.Later in
this paragraph,when he saysthat water is soddenwith ginger, cinnamon, and sassafrashe
means that the spices are steeped in the water like tea.

The OgoldenageCrefers to Greek mythology. In the Worksand Days the Greek poet Hesiod
wrote that there were four OagesBefore the presentone, eachless perfectthan the last. In the
Golden Age, which camefirst, there was absolutepeaceand the earth produced food without
the needfor agriculture, so that no one neededto work. Mortals lived like gods,and when they
died they died peacefully as if they were falling asleep. The Golden Age ended when
Prometheus gave mortals the secret of fire.

In stories of the Golden Age, asin the story of the Garden of Eden, humans lived in paradise
until they tried to know too much and to becomelike godsN and then were thrown out and
forcedto work and suffer. In both stories, too, when humans OfellGhey took up the trappings of
civilization, such as wearing clothes. The similarities betweenBiblical story and Greek myth
meant that the story of the Golden Age fit neatly into Europeans® understanding of the world.

Here, Barloweis comparing the native people of the Outer Banksto peopleof the Golden Age
N suggestingthat they are completelypeacefuland happyand that they havehardly any needto
work, sincefood will grow with solittle effort. Comparedwith Europeansthe Indians wore little
clothing, and their nakednesstoo, reminded explorersof peopleof the Golden Age or of Adam
and Eve in Eden.

Here it becomesclear that the Ofearof stealingOBarlowe mentioned earlier was felt by the
Englishmen, not by the Indians.

If the Indians were truly Ovoidof all guile and treasonCand as peacefulas Barlowe says,why
didnOthe Englishmen staythe night? Were they just being cautious?Was Barlowe exaggerating
how kind and gentle the people were? (Why might he do that?)

Image credits

More information about theseimages and higher-resolution files are linked from the original web
version of this document.
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Figure 1(page 2)
Blair Tormey. Copyright ©1999. All Rights Reserved.

Figure 2 (page 2)

Theodor de Bry Original image available from Documenting the American South / UNC
Libraries (http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/hariot/). This image is believed to be in the public
domain. Users are advised to make their own copyright assessment.

Figure 3(page 3)

Theodor de Bry. This image is believedto be in the public domain. Users are advisedto make
their own copyright assessment.

Figure 4 (page 4)

Theodor de Bry. This image is believedto be in the public domain. Users are advisedto make
their own copyright assessment.

Figure 5(page 5)

Fresco by Pietro da Cortona. This image is believedto be in the public domain. Users are
advised to make their own copyright assessment.
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