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Report of the Committee on Inland Navigation,Senate Journal, December 6, 1815, in
The Papers of Archibald D. Murphey(Raleigh: E.M. Uzzell & Co., 1914), pp. 19Ð29.

As you read...

In 1815,ArchibaldMurphey,a statesenatorfrom OrangeCounty,entereda resolution that Òitis expedientto
provide more efficiently for the improvement of the inland navigationof this StateÓand askedthat a joint
committee of the Senateand House of Commonsbe appointed to report on the matter. Murphey headed
the committee, and probably wrote most of the report himself.

As with education, Murphey believed that ÒinternalimprovementsÓto permit better transportation
should be the responsibilityof the state.Manyriverscould not be navigatedwithout canals,and the western
part of the statedid not haveenoughroads.Neither problem could be solvedby individualsor small groups
of people,and so the stateneededto step in. Murpheyproposednot only to improve transportationbut to
set up market towns and drain eastern wetlands for agriculture.

Thestate tried to enactsome of MurpheyÕsplan in the 1820s,but ran into two major problems.First,
not enoughmoneywasavailableÑ the state lost moneyon investments,failed to collectwhat wasowedit,
and mismanagedfunds. Second,not enoughtrained engineerswereavailableÑ in largepart becausenot
enough money had been spent on education, the other half of MurpheyÕs great plan for North Carolina.

Many legislators,particularlythose representingwealthiereasterncounties,did not support spending
money on improvements to transportation that would not benefit the people in their districts. Many also
believed strongly that it was not the proper role of the government to build roads and canals Ñ
government,they argued,must be kept small and limited, or it would becomedangerousto liberty and to
the peopleÕs welfare.

Eventually,by the 1830s,it becameclearthat the future of transportationwasin railroads,but not until
the 1850s did North Carolina embrace the need for publicly funded transportation improvements.
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Figure 1. This 1821 map shows
the rivers mentioned in this

report.
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Figure 1(page 3)
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