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From Records of the Moravians in North Carolina, edited by Adelaide L. Fries and
others.

As you read...

A ROAD WELL TRAVELED

BetweenPhiladelphiaand Winston-Salem,travelershad to cross severalmajor rivers and steep mountain
passes. Despite its name, the ÒGreat Wagon RoadÓ was not always easily passable by wagon!

But the route from Philadelphiainto the southern backcountrywas no wilderness,either. Therewere
houses,towns, and trading posts along the way where travelerscould buy food for themselvesand their
horses. Just as today, people made money serving travelers,and towns grew up along important roads.
Today,Interstate 81 follows the path of the wagon road from Harrisburg south through the Shenandoah
Valley.
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Figure 1. Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, the town the

brothers left to begin their new
settlement in North Carolina.

The building visible through the
trees is a tannery that was built

in 1761.
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Figure 2. The Susquehanna
River at Harrisburg,

Pennsylvania, where the
brothers crossed on October 13.

Figure 3. Oats, bundled to dry in
preparation for being threshed.

The brothers stopped frequently
to buy hay and oats for their

horses, just as modern travelers
have to stop for gas.
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Figure 4. As these diary entries
illustrate, covered wagon travel

presented countless difficulties.
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Figure 5. This stone memorial
was created in 1806 to mark the
site of the Wachovia settlement.
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We hold arrival Lovefeast here,
In Carolina land,
A company of Brethren true,
A little Pilgrim-Band,
Called by the Lord to be of those
Who through the whole world go,
To bear Him witness everywhere,
And nought but Jesus know.
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