Mapping rumors of Nat Turner's
Rebellion

On the following pages, youOllread about how North Carolinians responded to Nat
TurnerORebellion. YouOltead, first, the memories of an enslavedwoman named Harriet
JacobsThen, youOltead a series of newspaperreports about the uprising and the events
that followed. White North Carolinians feared that insurrections would spreadinto their
state, and many believed that they had done so.

How, and why, did thoserumors spread?To understandthat, it helpsto look at a few
maps.

Locating the events

First, letOdocate the major events of TurnerOsRebellion and others discussedin this
chapter. You can use this map for reference as you read further.

Google map: This interactive tool or multimedia is available in the
web edition of this page.

Concentration of slavery

Next, considerwhere slaverywas most common in North Carolina. Slaverywasnot spread
evenlythroughout the state,or eventhroughout the easternpart of the state.Considering
this map, why was white hysteria highest where it was? (Click the map for a closer look.)
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Figure 1. Percent of population enslaved by county, 1830.

Where were the roads?

It alsohelpsto seehow newstraveledin 1831Although rumors might spreadfrom farm to
farm, news would have traveled quickest along major roads. Unfortunately, the roads on
this map arenOshown extendinginto Virginia; youOlhaveto compareit with the Google
map, aboveand click the OzoominOlink for a closerview. Canyou tracethe path of OnewsO
from Southampton, Virginia, into northeastern North Carolina and to Raleigh?

Figure 2. This contemporary map shows North Carolina as it was in 1821,
including the major roads.

On the web

Perpetual calendar

http://www.wiskit.com/calendar.html
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Primary sourcessuch as newspaperarticles often mention eventsasocurring on a given day of
the weekwithout giving a date ("last Wednesday") A "perpetual calendar"like this one lets you
see the calendar for any historical month to match up dates and days of the week.

Nat Turner's Rebellion: Searching for the facts
http://www.learnnc.org/Ip/pages/5251
In this lessonplan, studentsanalyzeand comparefour contemporarynewspaperaccountsof Nat
Turner's Rebellion to identify bias and to try to determine the facts of the event.

More from LEARN NC

Visit us on the web at www.learnnc.orgto learn more about topics related to this article,
including African Americans North Carolina, antebellum, communication, history, slave
insurrection, slaveholdersandslavery
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Courtesy of LEARN NC. This image is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 2.5 License. To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/.

Figure 2 (page 2)

Map by Fielding Lucas;published by H.C. Carey& |. Lea(Philadelphia, 1823).Courtesyof the
North Carolina Office of Archives & History, Raleigh, North Carolina. All Rights Reserved.
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