
The Columbian Exchange at a glance

Countless animals, plants, and microorganisms crossed the Atlantic Ocean with European
explorers and colonists in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. This chart
lists some of the organisms that had the greatest impact on human society worldwide.
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Domestic animals

• horses
• cattle
• pigs
• sheep
• goats
• chickens

• turkeys
• llamas
• alpacas
• guinea pigs

Crops

• rice
• wheat
• barley
• oats
• coffee
• sugar cane
• citrus fruits
• bananas
• melons
• Kentucky bluegrass

• maize (corn)
• potatoes
• sweet potatoes
• cassava
• peanuts
• tobacco
• squash
• peppers
• tomatoes
• pumpkins
• cacao (the source of chocolate)
• sunflowers
• pineapples
• avocados
• vanilla

Diseases

• smallpox
• measles
• mumps
• malaria
• yellow fever
• influenza
• whooping cough
• typhus

• syphilis (possibly)

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 License. To view a
copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/. The original web-based version, with
enhanced functionality and related resources, can be found at http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/1690.



On the web

More from LEARN NC

Visit us on the web at www.learnnc.org to learn more about topics related to this article,
including Columbian Exchange, crops, disease, and livestock.

Old World → New World New World → Old World

• chicken pox
• the common cold
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