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Figure 1. An original print copy
of the Constitution, 1787.

Figure 2. Page 2 of 2 of the
original printed Constitution.

We the People of the United States,in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice,insure domesticTranquility, provide for the common defence,promote the general
Welfare,and securethe Blessingsof Liberty to ourselvesand our Posterity,do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Article. I.
SECTION. 1.

All legislativePowersherein granted shall be vestedin a Congressof the United States,
which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. [top]1

SECTION. 2.

The House of Representativesshall be composedof MemberschoseneverysecondYearby
the Peopleof the severalStates,and the Electorsin eachStateshall havethe Qualifications
requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Personshall be a Representativewho shall not haveattained to the Age of twenty
five Years,and been sevenYearsa Citizen of the United States,and who shall not, when
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

Representativesand direct Taxesshall be apportionedamong the severalStateswhich
may be included within this Union, accordingto their respectiveNumbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to
Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other
Persons.2 The actualEnumeration shall be madewithin three Yearsafter the first Meeting
of the Congressof the United States,and within everysubsequentTerm of ten Years,in
such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representativesshall not exceed
one for everythirty Thousand,but eachStateshall haveat Leastone Representative;and
until such enumeration shall be made, the Stateof New Hampshire shall be entitled to
chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one,
Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one,
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancieshappenin the Representationfrom any State,the ExecutiveAuthority
thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representativesshall chusetheir Speakerand other Officers; and shall
have the sole Power of Impeachment. [top]3

SECTION. 3.

The Senateof the United Statesshall becomposedof two Senatorsfrom eachState,chosen
by the Legislature thereof4 for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembledin Consequenceof the first Election, they
shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes.The Seatsof the Senatorsof the
first Classshall be vacatedat the Expiration of the secondYear,of the secondClassat the
Expiration of the fourth Year,and of the third Classat the Expiration of the sixth Year,so
that one third may be choseneverysecondYear;and if Vacancieshappenby Resignation,
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or otherwise,during the Recessof the Legislatureof any State,the Executivethereof may
make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature,which shall then
fill such Vacancies5.

No Personshall be a Senatorwho shall not haveattained to the Age of thirty Years,
and beennine Yearsa Citizen of the United States,and who shall not, when elected,be an
Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice Presidentof the United Statesshall bePresidentof the Senate,but shall have
no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senateshall chusetheir other Officers, and also a Presidentpro tempore, in the
Absenceof the Vice President, or when he shall exercisethe Office of President of the
United States.

The Senateshall havethe sole Power to try all Impeachments.When sitting for that
Purpose,they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the Presidentof the United Statesis
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the
Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Casesof Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy anyOffice of honor, Trust or Profit under the
United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to
Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. [top]6

SECTION. 4.

The Times, Placesand Manner of holding Electionsfor Senatorsand Representatives,shall
be prescribedin eachStateby the Legislaturethereof;but the Congressmay at any time by
Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congressshall assembleat leastoncein everyYear,and such Meeting shall be on
the first Monday in December7, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. [top]8

SECTION. 5.

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own
Members, and a Majority of eachshall constitute a Quorum to do Business;but a smaller
Number may adjourn from dayto day,and may be authorized to compel the Attendanceof
absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings,punish its Members for
disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

EachHouse shall keepa Journalof its Proceedings,and from time to time publish the
same,exceptingsuch Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy;and the Yeasand
Naysof the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of
those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Sessionof Congress,shall, without the Consent of the
other, adjourn for more than three days,nor to any other Placethan that in which the two
Houses shall be sitting. [top]9
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SECTION. 6.

The Senatorsand Representativesshall receivea Compensation for their Services,to be
ascertainedby Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States.They shall in all
Cases,exceptTreason,Felony and Breachof the Peace,be privileged from Arrest during
their Attendanceat the Sessionof their respectiveHouses,and in going to and returning
from the same;and for anySpeechor Debatein either House, they shall not be questioned
in any other Place.

No Senator or Representativeshall, during the Time for which he was elected,be
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States,which shall have
beencreated,or the Emoluments whereofshall havebeenencreasedduring such time; and
no Personholding any Office under the United States,shall be a Member of either House
during his Continuance in Office. [top]10

SECTION. 7.

All Bills for raising Revenueshall originate in the House of Representatives;but the Senate
may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.

EveryBill which shall havepassedthe House of Representativesand the Senate,shall,
beforeit becomea Law,bepresentedto the Presidentof the United States:If he approvehe
shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objectionsto that House in which it shall
haveoriginated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceedto
reconsiderit. If after such Reconsiderationtwo thirds of that House shall agreeto passthe
Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered,and if approvedby two thirds of that House, it shall becomea
Law.But in all such Casesthe Votesof both Housesshall be determinedby yeasand Nays,
and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the
Journalof eachHouse respectively.If anyBill shall not be returned by the Presidentwithin
ten Days(Sundaysexcepted)after it shall havebeenpresentedto him, the Sameshall be a
Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congressby their Adjournment
prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

EveryOrder, Resolution,or Vote to which the Concurrenceof the Senateand House
of Representativesmay be necessary(except on a question of Adjournment) shall be
presentedto the Presidentof the United States;and beforethe Sameshall takeEffect,shall
be approvedby him, or being disapprovedby him, shall be repassedby two thirds of the
Senateand House of Representatives,accordingto the Rulesand Limitations prescribedin
the Case of a Bill. [top]11

SECTION. 8.

The Congressshall havePower To lay and collect Taxes,Duties, Imposts and Excises,to
pay the Debts and provide for the common Defenceand general Welfare of the United
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;
To regulateCommercewith foreign Nations, and among the severalStates,and with

the Indian Tribes;
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To establishan uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Lawson the subject of
Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulatethe Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard
of Weights and Measures;

To providefor the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securitiesand current Coin of the
United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;
To promote the Progressof Scienceand useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to

Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;
To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;
To define and punish Piraciesand Feloniescommitted on the high Seas,and Offences

against the Law of Nations;
To declareWar, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning

Captures on Land and Water;
To raiseand support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a

longer Term than two Years;
To provide and maintain a Navy;
To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;
To provide for calling forth the Militia to executethe Laws of the Union, suppress

Insurrections and repel Invasions;
To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing

such Part of them asmay be employedin the Serviceof the United States,reservingto the
States respectively,the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the
Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exerciseexclusive Legislation in all Caseswhatsoever,over such District (not
exceedingten Miles square)asmay, by Cessionof particular States,and the Acceptanceof
Congress,becomethe Seatof the Government of the United States,and to exerciselike
Authority overall Placespurchasedby the Consentof the Legislatureof the Statein which
the Sameshall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines,Arsenals,dock-Yards,and other
needful Buildings; Ñ And

To make all Lawswhich shall be necessaryand proper for carrying into Executionthe
foregoing Powers,and all other Powersvestedby this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. [top]12

SECTION. 9.

The Migration or Importation of such Personsasany of the Statesnow existing shall think
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congressprior to the Year one thousand
eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not
exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of HabeasCorpus shall not be suspended,unless when in
Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.
No Capitation,or other direct, Taxshall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Censusor

enumeration herein before directed to be taken13.
No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.
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No Preferenceshall be given by any Regulationof Commerceor Revenueto the Ports
of one State over those of another; nor shall Vesselsbound to, or from, one State, be
obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury,but in Consequenceof Appropriations
madeby Law;and a regular Statementand Account of the Receiptsand Expendituresof all
public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be grantedby the United States:And no Personholding any
Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consentof the Congress,acceptof
any present,Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever,from any King, Prince, or
foreign State. [top]14

SECTION. 10.

No Stateshall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation;grant Letters of Marque
and Reprisal;coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a
Tenderin Paymentof Debts;passanyBill of Attainder, expost factoLaw,or Lawimpairing
the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress,lay any Imposts or Duties on
Imports or Exports,exceptwhat may be absolutelynecessaryfor executingitÕsinspection
Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or
Exports,shall be for the Use of the Treasuryof the United States;and all such Lawsshall
be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep
Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace,enter into any Agreement or Compact with
another State,or with a foreign Power, or engagein War, unless actually invaded, or in
such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. [top]15

Article. II.
SECTION. 1.

The executivePower shall be vestedin a President of the United Statesof America. He
shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years,and, togetherwith the Vice President,
chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a
Number of Electors,equal to the whole Number of Senatorsand Representativesto which
the State may be entitled in the Congress:but no Senator or Representative,or Person
holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.

The Electorsshall meet in their respectiveStates,and vote by Ballot for two Persons,
of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same Statewith themselves.And
they shall make a List of all the Personsvoted for, and of the Number of Votes for each;
which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealedto the Seatof the Governmentof
the United States,directedto the Presidentof the Senate.The Presidentof the Senateshall,
in the Presenceof the Senateand House of Representatives,open all the Certificates,and
the Votesshall then be counted.The Personhaving the greatestNumber of Votesshall be
the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electorsappointed;
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and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representativesshall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them
for President;and if no Personhavea Majority, then from the five highest on the List the
said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the
Votes shall be taken by States,the Representationfrom each State having one Vote; A
quorum for this purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the
States,and a Majority of all the Statesshall be necessaryto a Choice. In everyCase,after
the Choiceof the President,the Personhaving the greatestNumber of Votesof the Electors
shall be the Vice President.But if there should remain two or more who haveequalVotes,
the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.16

The Congressmay determine the Time of chusing the Electors,and the Dayon which
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No Personexcepta natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States,at the time
of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither
shall any Personbe eligible to that Office who shall not haveattained to the Age of thirty
five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

In Caseof the Removalof the Presidentfrom Office, or of his Death,Resignation,or
Inability to dischargethe Powersand Duties of the said Office, the Sameshall devolveon
the Vice President,and the Congressmay by Law provide for the Caseof Removal,Death,
Resignationor Inability, both of the Presidentand Vice President,declaring what Officer
shall then act as President,and such Officer shall act accordingly,until the Disability be
removed, or a President shall be elected.17

The Presidentshall, at statedTimes, receivefor his Services,a Compensation,which
shall neither be increasednor diminished during the Period for which he shall havebeen
elected,and he shall not receivewithin that Period any other Emolument from the United
States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or
Affirmation: Ñ ÒIdo solemnly swear(or affirm) that I will faithfully executethe Office of
President of the United States,and will to the best of my Ability, preserve,protect and
defend the Constitution of the United States.Ó [top]18

SECTION. 2.

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States,
and of the Militia of the severalStates,when called into the actual Serviceof the United
States;he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the
executiveDepartments,upon any Subjectrelating to the Duties of their respectiveOffices,
and he shall havePower to grant Reprievesand Pardonsfor Offencesagainst the United
States, except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate,to make
Treaties,providedtwo thirds of the Senatorspresentconcur;and he shall nominate, and by
and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate,shall appoint Ambassadors,other public
Ministers and Consuls,Judgesof the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United
States,whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be
establishedby Law: but the Congressmay by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior
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Officers, asthey think proper, in the Presidentalone,in the Courts of Law,or in the Heads
of Departments.

The President shall havePower to fill up all Vacanciesthat may happen during the
Recessof the Senate,by granting Commissions which shall expireat the End of their next
Session. [top]19

SECTION. 3.

He shall from time to time give to the CongressInformation of the Stateof the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessaryand
expedient;he may, on extraordinaryOccasions,conveneboth Houses, or either of them,
and in Caseof Disagreementbetweenthem, with Respectto the Time of Adjournment, he
may adjourn them to suchTime ashe shall think proper;he shall receiveAmbassadorsand
other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed,and shall
Commission all the Officers of the United States. [top]20

SECTION. 4.

The President,Vice Presidentand all civil Officers of the United States,shall be removed
from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high
Crimes and Misdemeanors. [top]21

Article III.
SECTION. 1.

The judicial Powerof the United Statesshall be vestedin one supremeCourt, and in such
inferior Courts as the Congressmay from time to time ordain and establish.The Judges,
both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour,
and shall, at statedTimes, receivefor their Servicesa Compensation,which shall not be
diminished during their Continuance in Office. [top]22

SECTION. 2.

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this
Constitution, the Laws of the United States,and Treatiesmade, or which shall be made,
under their Authority; Ñ to all Casesaffecting Ambassadors,other public Ministers and
Consuls; Ñ to all Casesof admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; Ñ to Controversiesto
which the United Statesshall be a Party;Ñ to Controversiesbetweentwo or more States;
Ñ betweena Stateand Citizens of another State;23 Ñ betweenCitizens of different States;
Ñ betweenCitizens of the sameStateclaiming Landsunder Grantsof different States,and
between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Casesaffecting Ambassadors,other public Ministers and Consuls,and thosein
which a Stateshall be Party, the supreme Court shall haveoriginal Jurisdiction. In all the
other Casesbeforementioned, the supremeCourt shall haveappellateJurisdiction, both as
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to Law and Fact,with such Exceptions,and under such Regulationsas the Congressshall
make.

The Trial of all Crimes, exceptin Casesof Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such
Trial shall beheld in the Statewherethe saidCrimes shall havebeencommitted; but when
not committed within any State,the Trial shall be at such Placeor Placesas the Congress
may by Law have directed. [top]24

SECTION. 3.

Treasonagainst the United States,shall consist only in levying War against them, or in
adhering to their Enemies,giving them Aid and Comfort. No Personshall be convictedof
Treasonunlesson the Testimonyof two Witnessesto the sameovertAct, or on Confession
in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no
Attainder of Treasonshall work Corruption of Blood,or Forfeiture exceptduring the Life of
the Person attainted. [top]25

Article. IV.
SECTION. 1.

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in eachStateto the public Acts, Records,and judicial
Proceedingsof every other State.And the Congressmay by general Laws prescribe the
Manner in which such Acts, Recordsand Proceedingsshall be proved, and the Effect
thereof. [top]26

SECTION. 2.

The Citizens of eachStateshall be entitled to all Privilegesand Immunities of Citizens in
the several States.

A Person chargedin any Statewith Treason,Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee
from Justice,and be found in anotherState,shall on Demand of the executiveAuthority of
the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having
Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Serviceor Labour in one State,under the Laws thereof, escaping
into another, shall, in Consequenceof any Law or Regulation therein, be dischargedfrom
such Serviceor Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such
Service or Labour may be due.27 [top]28

SECTION. 3.

New Statesmay be admitted by the Congressinto this Union; but no new Stateshall be
formed or erectedwithin the Jurisdiction of anyother State;nor anyStatebe formed by the
Junction of two or more States,or Partsof States,without the Consentof the Legislatures
of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.
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The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and
Regulationsrespectingthe Territory or other Propertybelonging to the United States;and
nothing in this Constitution shall be so construedasto Prejudiceany Claims of the United
States, or of any particular State. [top]29

SECTION. 4.

The United Statesshall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of
Government, and shall protect eachof them against Invasion; and on Application of the
Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened), against
domestic Violence. [top]30

Article. V.
The Congress,whenevertwo thirds of both Housesshall deem it necessary,shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislaturesof two thirds
of the severalStates,shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either
Case,shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes,as Part of this Constitution, when ratified
by the Legislaturesof three fourths of the severalStates,or by Conventionsin three fourths
thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposedby the Congress;
Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight
hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clausesin the Ninth
Sectionof the first Article; and that no State,without its Consent,shall be deprivedof its
equal Suffrage in the Senate. [top]31

Article. VI.
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United Statesunder this Constitution, as under
the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in
Pursuancethereof; and all Treatiesmade,or which shall be made,under the Authority of
the United States,shall be the supremeLawof the Land;and the Judgesin everyStateshall
be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary
notwithstanding.

The Senatorsand Representativesbeforementioned, and the Members of the several
StateLegislatures,and all executiveand judicial Officers, both of the United Statesand of
the severalStates,shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but
no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust
under the United States. [top]32
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Article. VII.
The Ratification of the Conventionsof nine States,shall be sufficient for the Establishment
of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

The Word, Òthe,Óbeing interlined betweenthe seventhand eighth Lines of the first Page,
the Word ÒThirtyÓbeing partly written on an Erazurein the fifteenth Line of the first Page,
The Words ÒistriedÓbeing interlined betweenthe thirty secondand thirty third Lines of
the first Pageand the Word ÒtheÓbeing interlined betweenthe forty third and forty fourth
Lines of the second Page. [top]33

Attest William Jackson Secretary

Done in Conventionby the UnanimousConsentof the Statespresentthe SeventeenthDay of
Septemberin the Year of our Lord onethousandsevenhundredand Eighty sevenand of the
Independenceof theUnited Statesof AmericatheTwelfthIn witnesswhereofWe havehereunto
subscribed our Names,

G¡. Washington
Presidt and deputy from Virginia

Delaware

Geo: Read
Gunning Bedford jun
John Dickinson
Richard Bassett
Jaco: Broom

Maryland

James McHenry
Dan of St Thos. Jenifer
Danl. Carroll

Virginia

John Blair
James Madison Jr.

North Carolina

Wm. Blount
Richd. Dobbs Spaight
Hu Williamson
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South Carolina

J. Rutledge
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney
Pierce Butler

Georgia

William Few
Abr Baldwin

New Hampshire

John Langdon
Nicholas Gilman

Massachusetts

Nathaniel Gorham
Rufus King

Connecticut

Wm. Saml. Johnson
Roger Sherman

New York

Alexander Hamilton

New Jersey

Wil: Livingston
David Brearley
Wm. Paterson
Jona: Dayton

Pennsylvania

B Franklin
Thomas Mifflin
Robt. Morris
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Reading the Constitution

This is the United StatesConstitution asoriginally written and ratified. It hasbeenamendedtwenty-
seventimes, and severalpassagesof the original Constitution are no longer in force. WeÕvestruck
through each of these passages and linked it to the amendment that altered it.

For commentary on the Constitution and its history, see the Interactive Constitution (see
http://www.learnnc.orghttp://ratify.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/) from the National
Constitution Center.
Preamble

Article I. The legislative branch of government Ñ that is, Congress.
Section 1. Two houses of Congress.
Section 2. The House of Representatives.
Section 3. The Senate.
Section 4. When the Congress is elected and meets.
Section 5. Internal rules of each house.
Section 6. Compensation of representatives and senators.
Section 7. How laws are passed.
Section 8. Specific powers of Congress.
Section 9. Powersprohibitedto Congress.
Section 10. Limitations on the powers of the states.

Article II . The executive branch of government Ñ that is, the President.
Section 1. How the President is elected; who may become President.
Section 2. Powers of the President.
Section 3. Duties of the President.
Section 4. How the President may be removed from office.

Article III . The judicial branch of government Ñ that is, the courts.
Section 1. Establishing courts and judges.
Section 2. Powers of the courts; trial by jury.
Section 3. Treason.

Article IV. The relationship of the United States government to the states.
Section 1. States must respect one anotherÕs laws, governments, and courts.
Section 2. Relationship of states to citizens of other states.
Section 3. Adding new states to the union.
Section 4. Responsibilities of the United States government to the states.

Article V. How the Constitution may be changed.

Article VI. The Constitution shall be the supreme law of the land.

Article VII . How the Constitution will take effect.

Errors in the original text

Geo. Clymer
Thos. FitzSimons
Jared Ingersoll
James Wilson
Gouv Morris

[top]34
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Signers of the Constitution

On the web

Interactive Constitution

http://ratify.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/

This websitefrom the National Constitution Centerprovidescommentaryon eachsectionof the
Constitution. You can read it straight through, searchthe text, or selecta theme or a famous
court case.

The U.S. Constitution and slavery

http://www.sog.unc.edu/programs/civiced/resources/docs/USConstitutionandSlavery.pdf

In this lesson from the North Carolina Civic Education Consortium, students will explore the
Preambleto the U.S. Constitution and the liberties and freedomsit setsforth. Studentswill then
discuss the tensions between the institution of slavery and Constitutional fundamentals.
Assuming the role of a Congressionalrepresentativein the year 1790, students will debatea
Quaker petition to Congresscalling for an immediate end to the slavetrade, requiring them to
examine the historical reality of the institution of slavery in the newly formed states.

How Our Laws Are Made

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html

Brochure developed by the U.S. House of Representatives.

The Bill of Rights

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4287

The text of the first ten amendments to the United States Constitution, with historical
commentary.

The Constitution of the United States: Amendments 11-27

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996

Amendment XI Passedby CongressMarch 4, 1794. Ratified February 7, 1795.The Judicial
power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity,
commenced or prosecuted...

More from LEARN NC

Visit us on the web at www.learnnc.org to learn more about topics related to this article,
including Constitution, United States, government, andhistory.

Notes

1. See #.

2. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XIV.

3. See #.

4. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XVII.
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5. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XVII.

6. See #.

7. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XX.

8. See #.

9. See #.

10. See #.

11. See #.

12. See #.

13. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XVI.

14. See #.

15. See #.

16. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XII.

17. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XXV.

18. See #.

19. See #.

20. See #.

21. See #.

22. See #.

23. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XI.

24. See #.

25. See #.

26. See #.

27. See http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4996#XII.

28. See #.

29. See #.

30. See #.

31. See #.

32. See #.

33. See #.

34. See #.

The Constitution of the United States| 15



Image credits

More information about these images and higher-resolution files are linked from the original web
version of this document.

Figure 1(page 2)

. This image is believed to be in the public domain. Users are advised to make their own
copyright assessment.

Figure 2 (page 2)

. This image is believed to be in the public domain. Users are advised to make their own
copyright assessment.
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