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As you read...

On February1,1960,four studentsfrom North CarolinaA&T,a blackcollegein Greensboro,North Carolina,
sat down at a ÒwhitesonlyÓlunch counter at WoolworthÕsdepartment store. Before the rise of fast-food
restaurants, lunch counters provided cheap and quick food to people on lunch breaks. It was standard
policy in the South that lunch counters were reserved for whites only.

The actions of these four students were part of a growing movement among African Americansto
demand an end to Jim Crow laws. Emboldenedby the Brownvs.Boardof Educationdecision, which had
ended segregationin public schools, African Americansacross the South began public protest against
segregation and discrimination.

TheÒsit-insÓat WoolworthÕslunch counter continued through the month of February.Eachday,more
and more AfricanAmericansarrivedat lunch countersacrossthe city to protest ÒwhiteonlyÓpolicies.You
can learn about the tensions over the sit-in movement in Greensboroby reading thesenewspaperarticles
published by theGreensboroNews-Record(see http://www.sitins.com).

African Americanswere inspired by the actions of the NCA&T students and began sit-ins in cities
across North Carolina, including Charlotte, Chapel Hill, Durham, and Raleigh.Soon, sit-ins spread to
Virginia,Tennesseeand eventuallyall southernstates.Bythe end of 1960,an estimated70,000 peoplehad
participated in sit-ins at lunch counters across the South, and 3,000 had been arrested.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What did the students want?
2. What was the response of the manager to the sit-ins?
3. Whydid Blair, one of the organizersof the sit-ins, believestudentshad to takea leadingrole in ending

segregation? How did he characterize adults in the African American community?
4. How did the newspaper describe the sit-ins? Was the coverage positive, negative, or indifferent?
5. After reading the coverage of the sit-ins, do you think they were successful? Why or why not?

Copyright©1960 GreensboroNews-Record.All Rights Reserved.The original web-basedversion, with enhanced
functionality and related resources, can be found at http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/6014.
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Figure 1. Four A&T College students sit in seats designated for white people
at the racially segregated Woolworth lunch counter in Greensboro, NC, in
1960.

Negro college students sit at Woolworth lunch
counter

By Marvin Sykes,RecordStaff Writer
A group of 20 Negro students from A&T Collegeoccupied luncheon counter seats,

without being served,at the downtown F.W. Woolworth Co. Store late this morning Ñ
starting what they declared would be a growing movement.

The group declared double that number will take place at the counters tomorrow.
Employeesof Woolworth did not servethe group and they sat from 10:30a.m. until

after noon. White customers continued to sit and get service.
Clarence Harris, Woolworth manager, replied ÒNo commentÓ to all questions

concerning the Òsit-downÓmove about Woolworth custom, and about what he planned to
do.

TodayÕs20-man action followed the appearanceat 4:30 p.m. yesterday of four
freshmen from ScottHall at A&T who satdown and stayed,without service,until the store
closed at 5:30 p.m.

Student spokesmensaid they are seekingluncheon counter service,and will increase
their numbers daily until they get it.

TodayÕsgroup came in at 10:30a.m. Eachmade a small purchaseone counter over
from the luncheon counter, then sat in groups of three or four as spaces became vacant.

Therewasno disturbanceand there appearedto be no conversationexceptamong the
groups. Some students pulled out books and appearedto be studying. The group today
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On the web

The Woolworth Sit-In That Launched a Movement

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=18615556

National Public Radio interview with Franklin McCain, one of the four studentswho beganthe
Woolworth's sit-in in Greensboro.

February One

http://februaryonedocumentary.com/

The website for this documentary about the Greensboro sit-ins includes a study guide.

A "Counter Revolution" in North Carolina: The Greensboro Sit-Ins

http://www.sog.unc.edu/programs/civiced/resources/docs/GreensboroCounterRevolution.pdf

In this lesson from the North Carolina Civic Education Consortium, students will learn about
the events of the Greensborosit-ins, explore the national nonviolent protest movement that
erupted, and understand its effect on winning the battle against segregation.

More from LEARN NC

Visit us on the web at www.learnnc.org to learn more about topics related to this article,
including African Americans, Civil Rights Movement, Guilford County, Jim Crow, North
Carolina, civil disobedience, civil rights, history, andsit-ins.

Figure 2. Within days, the
protests would spread to the

nearby Kress department store.

wrote to the presidentof Woolworth askingÒafirm standto eliminate this discrimination,Ó
and signed the letter as members of the Student Executive Committee for Justice.

SpokesmenFranklin McLain and Ezell Blair Jr., stated that the group is seeking
luncheon counter serviceand will continue its push Òseveraldays,severalweeksÉ until
something is done.Ó

Both declaredthe movement is a student one, with no backing from the National
Assn. for the Advancementof Colored People.They said they expectthey could count on
NAACP backing if needed.The move is not schoolconnected,they added,but they hopeto
encourage more students to participate and hope that Bennett College students will join1.

Four leaders,who were at Woolworths yesterdayand again today, were named as
McLain, of Washington; Blair, of Greensboro;David Richmond, Greensboro,and Joseph
McNeill, Wilmington, all freshmen. They said todayÕsgroups camechiefly from ScottHall
at the college.

Blair declaredthat NegroadultsÒhavebeencomplacentand fearful.ÓHe declaredÒItis
time for someone to wake up and change the situationÉ and we decided to start here.Ó

McLain said no economicboycott is planned. ÒWelike to spendour money here, but
we want to spend it at the lunch counter as well as the counter next to it.Ó

Dr. GeorgeC Simkins Jr., headof the local chapterof NAACP, said that organization
had no knowledgeof the movementprior to its arising spontaneously.He said the group is
100 per cent behind the idea, and Òif any legal action arises as a result, the NAACP is
prepared to back the group.Ó
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Notes

1. Bennett College is a historically black womenÕscollege in Greensboro.By February 4, white
women from the WomenÕsCollege(now UNC-Greensboro)and high schoolstudentshad also
joined the protest.
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Greensboro News & Record photo by Jack Moebes. All Rights Reserved.
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Photo by Greensboro News & Record. All Rights Reserved.
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